2 JUVENILE SPORTS 
was turned of five years of age. I muft 
tlicrefore relate the particulars of that in- 
terval from the relation of others, who 
^ j I fay, that my firfi: year was wholly divided 
' between eating pap, crying, and fleeping. 
In the fecond year I began to fhew fome 
marks of gravity, as I could not be made 
to meddle with my coral before the bells 
were taken oflF ; but by what fign or token 
they difeovered my difpleafure at the bells, 
I have never yet been able to find out.— 
My third year was remarkable for per- 
forming many mifehievous adions; as not 
a china cup or a faucer could come within 
my reach, but was fure to meet its fate on 
the floor : many a good filk gown did I 
that year fpoil, by pulling glafles of red 
wine from the lips of ladies who held 
me in their laps; and I am faid to have 
fliewn the higheft fatisfaftion on one day 
taking up the ladle, and dalhing it againft 

a mo(l beautifully-enamelled large bowl, 

full of punch, and thereby daflimg it to 
pieces, and fpilling all the liquor among 

'’’VhTlhr'beginning of ”?y ^ 

was a very' troublefutne period to the cau 


PASTIMES. 3 

foSrCde me fenfiblc, that it was no 
agreeable thing to be beat and drove about 
the houfe in that manner; and, m older 
m g?ve me the moft convinc.ng prooj 
of ft, whenever he caught me at this kind 
of fport, he would take the whip from me 
and lay it about my back, ti 1 I acknow- 
ledged my fault, and promifed never to do 
fo any more. 

I have often heard my father repeat, as 
one of his excellent maxims, Idlenels is 
the root of all evil : boys would not in 
general be fo mifehievous as they aic, 
were parents to be more diligent in 
‘‘ finding them employment.” My fa- 
ther took a very pleafing method with me 
to employ my time. He one evening 
brought home with him a fet of fquarG 
cards, wdiich he bought at my bookfeller’s, 
for a fhilling only, though in fa6f worth 
their weight in gold ; nor will any one 
think I value them at too high a rale, if 
they confider them as attentively as 1 have. 
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